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The free port of St. Thomas was the Caribbean port 

closest to Europe. Its physical location at the center of 

the Caribbean and Central American trade was at the 

crossroads of many routes for shipping. As the original 

trade grew between 1850-1870, necessary services 

were initiated. Thus, a telegraphic company was 

established in 1871. This renewed volume and diversity 

ƻŦ ǎƘƛǇǇƛƴƎΣ άƎŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƛƳǇŜǘǳǎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜǊŎŀƴǘƛƭŜ 

interests to begin to expand again (Jarvis79). Jarvis, J. 

Antonio (1938) Brief history of the Virgin Islands. St. 

Thomas: Art Club.

From: The Recovery of Shipping Routes and the Increase in Migration to St. Thomas, Danish West Indies 

1880-1917- Presentation by  Elizabeth Rezende- November 21, 2020
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